


ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, WICHITA 
MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (1929-34) 

Construction of this Art Deco building,which was designed by 

architect Glen H.Thomas, was completed with the infusion of 

federal funds t hrough New Deal relief programs.The facility 

provided municipal air service to Wichita until 1951, when a larger 

facilitywas constructed at another location. Aviation motifs ren

dered in blue and green Carthalite beautify the north and south 

facades and are highlighted by the 37-foot cast mural dep icting 

Lindbergh's flight over the Atlantic.The building,which is listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places. now houses the Kansas 

Aviation Museum. 

EDMUND E. STANLEY ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL (1930) 

Prominent local architects Schmidt, Boucher. and Overcnd 

designed this buildlng, Local legend has it that the lacy Carthalite 

designs over the arched doorway and the frieze above were 

adapted fro m an embroidery pattern.The school still serves 

elementary students. 

was evidently up to date in the manufacture of cast con
crete by 1877. when the Wichita Eagle reported that a 
local company was making artificial stone blocks from 
sand collected on the banks of the Arkansas River and the 
Wichita Beacon reported that hollow concrete blocks, 
produced in a variety of shapes, resembled white lime
stone in color and sandstone in texture. 

In Wichita. many companies manufactured plain cast 
components such as lintels and silis, cornices , 
balustrades, columns and capitals for the city's character
istic brick and stone buildings. But as far as we know. 
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Barbara R. Hammond is (l PIQ/1I1111g Ana/v,I't ill the Wichita Historic 

Preservation Office. 

WICHITA ART INSTITUTE (1935) 

Architect Clarence Stein of New York City 

submitted his design for the W ichita Art 

Institute in 1929. Economic difficulties of the 

time slowed the project. and the core build

ing was finally constructed in 1935 with the 

infusion ofWPA funds. Nationally known 

American sculptor Lee Lawrie des igned the 

iconographic re lief panels . Several renova

tions and additions to the building (now 

Wichita Art Museum) have since engulfed 

the orig inal structure, and no original arch i

tecture survived. 

GRIFFIN 
ARCH ITECTURAL 
OFFICE (1940) 

Wichita architect Garrold Grif

fin designed this building as his 

own office. Sanborn Maps of I950 

revea l that the original was only a one-story office building,The 

present structure includes a large second story apartment. It 

appea rs that Griffin added the apartment in the mid·1950s and 

incorporated the Art Moderne styling throughout. integrating it 

well with the orig inal office segment.The Carthalite elements on 

the facade contain very visible crushed glass. including a beautiful 

purple glass not seen elsewhere. The current owner is Bench

mark Land Survey PA. 




